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THE SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010 BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD, CALLED TO ORDER AT 1:07 PM BY THE 
MAYOR, MARYANN MERLINO. 
 
NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS SENT TO THE RECORD BREEZE, COURIER-POST AND 
INQUIRER NEWSPAPERS, AND A COPY IS POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE "OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW". 
     
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Committeeman Condo - Present  
Committeewoman Finnerty - Present 
Committeeman Halbert - Present 
Committeeman Hamilton - Present 
Mayor Merlino - Present 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
 
Virginia L. Chandler, Township Clerk - Present 
Lawrence C. Ruocco, Township Administrator - Present 
Stephen A. Miller, Township Certified Finance Officer - Absent 
Susan E. Danson, Township Treasurer & Purchasing Agent - Present 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION OF THE MEETING:   
 
MAYOR OPENS THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR COMMENTS: 
 
THERE WERE NO COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC. 
 
MAYOR CLOSES THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR COMMENTS: 
  
DISCUSSION ON BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2010: 
 
Mayor Merlino called on Committeeman Condo as Director of Finance to give the Committee an 
overview of where we are in developing a budget for 2010.   
 
Committeeman Condo advised the Committee that based on initial budgets submitted by department 
heads if adopted would be over the State “CAP” by approximately $350,000.  He further stated that 
this would call for a tax increase of approximately 21 cents.  It was further stated even after reaching 
“CAP” we would be at a 14.8 cent increase. 
 
After much discussion, the Committee agreed that these increases would be unacceptable and would 
have an undue hardship on the taxpayers.  It was their position that all efforts should be taken to 
reduce the amount of any tax increase to the bear minimum. 
 
The Committee also agreed to a process for the further development of the budget that calls for 
meetings to be held by the Director of Finance, Township Administrator, Chief Finance Officer, 
Treasurer and the Committeeperson responsible for each respective area to review each budget 
proposal and to discuss options that would allow for the lowest possible tax increase.       
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Mayor Merlino prior to adjournment acknowledged Dave Demsey and Betsy Demsey the only two 
members from the public that were in attendance at the meeting and she inquired if they had any 
comments. 
 
Betsy Demsey commented the Town of Lumberton laid off police officers and their crime rate is up. 
 
No other comments were made by the public. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Moved by Condo, 2nd by Finnerty to adjourn.   
ALL IN FAVOR:  
Committeeman Condo - Yes  
Committeewoman Finnerty - Yes 
Committeeman Halbert - Yes 
Committeeman Hamilton - Yes 
Mayor Merlino – Yes 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
 
Virginia L. Chandler, RMC 
Township Clerk 
        
        
        
        
    
       
       
       
       
       
       
          


