WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION (WTEC)
MINUTES – March 19th, 2026

Members: Rick Yeatman - Chairperson, Pete Wristbridge – Acting Chairperson, Terry Ciarlante - Clean Communities Coordinator, Michael Ward, Jennifer Treloar, Kyle Santos, Tom O’Neill, Alicia Liwock. Andrew Wade - Township Liaison
Green Team Members: Rich Casian, Craig Buffington, Ed Paul & Charlie Damiani
Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by acting Chairperson Pete Wristbridge.  This meeting was held in the Waterford Township Municipal Conference Room.  In accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, notice of the time and place for this meeting has been listed on the Township website and the Bulletin Board at Town Hall. The Sunshine Rule was announced and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Roll Call: Pete Wristbridge, Jennifer Treloar, Terry Ciarlante, Rich Casian, Mike Ward, Tom O’Neil, Alicia Liwock & Deputy Mayor Andrew Wade
Absent: Craig Buffington, Rick Yeatman, Charlie Damiani, Kyle Santos & Ed Paul.
Reading and approval of minutes: Minutes from the 2/19/26 meeting were reviewed and approved. Motion, Jennifer Treloar; Second, Alicia Liwock.  Motion carried.  
Members of Public Present: None present.  
Township Committee Liaison Report: (Deputy Mayor Wade) Deputy Mayor Wade reviewed the Waterford Township Ordinance establishing the Environmental Commission with us. Copies of the ordinance were provided; Jen has extra copies for absent members.
Deputy Mayor Wade stated we should be having a reorganization meeting every January. He also stated that the position of Chairperson is by mayoral appointment.  We should be discussing who should be our next Chairperson at our November and December meetings and advising our Township Liaison of our thoughts and availability.
Also discussed was our new social media policy. Going forward, all social media posts will be approved by Chief Cormaney before being posted. 
Jen, Terry, Deputy Mayor Wade, Mayor Jones-Freitag, Chief Cormaney, Vincent Renzulli (Public Works Superintendent) and Municipal Clerk Dawn Liedtka met on March 12th and reviewed the Environmental Commission ordinance, social media policy and educational program funding.   The Deputy Mayor and Mayor will be reviewing our ordinance and suggesting updates at the April Township Committee meeting.
Deputy Mayor Wade stressed that we will be working more closely with the Department of Public Works.  They can assist us at events; we share common goals and share our Township Liaison.  Accordingly, Vinnie made extra trailer keys. Public Works will have a key, our Liaison will have a key, our chairperson will have a key, and another designated member will have a key. Ed Paul has been our keyholder but is currently unavailable.
Deputy Mayor Wade stated that in Rick’s absence, Pete Wristbridge will be our Acting Chairperson.
In Township news, Deputy Mayor Wade reported that the Township wants to move the voting location for Waterford Districts 4 & 5 from the EMS Station off the White Horse Pike to the Public Safety Building on Auburn Avenue.  This is due to the construction related to revitalizing Atco Lake.
Mayor Jones-Freitag introduced an ordinance to ban data centers in Waterford which should be voted on at the April Township Committee meeting. One of the problems with data centers is that they use an inordinate amount of water.  Living in the Pinelands, the Pinelands Commission and the DEP set our water allocations.  We pipe in our water from Chesilhurst; Winslow is using some of our water. We are looking into Winslow’s water coming off their allocation instead of ours. Linking this back to data centers, a data center in Waterford could seriously impact our water allocation.
In County news, the Camden County Solid Waste Advisory Council is working on a ten-year long-range plan. The plan will look at landfills and recycling. The work on the plan should take about six months. Also of note, there is currently a lot of legislation before the NJ General Assembly targeting scrapyards due to battery fires. We currently do not have a “take back” program for lithium batteries.
Chair’s Report: Pete Wristbridge for Rick Yeatman
Old business:
Atco Lake: (Andy Wade for Acting Chair Pete Wristbridge) Herbicides to be applied in May 2026, so hopefully the lily pads will be dealt with prior to the Fishing Derby. The County also hopes to attempt dredging the lake by then.  We will need a permit for a boat launch. We also requested an asphalt walking path for safety reasons. 
TREX Recycling: (Pete Wristbridge) Pete reported that TREX is still reworking their program. We’re still collecting plastic at the Department of Public Works and posting fliers.  Pete will keep us posted when TREX updates the program.
Education Programs: (Jennifer Treloar) Jen reported that the March 12th meeting provided a blueprint for getting programs approved. Township Committee wants to be read in on our spending. All our purchases need to go through the Town’s CFO, Donelle Bright.  Jen will set up a meeting with Donelle to review expectations and procedures.  Jen will compile a list of the educational programs we have discussed and forward to Dawn Liedtka to distribute to Township Committee members.
Currently, the main program we’re working on right now is the Atco Elementary School Pollinators Project. Jen is working with Donelle to purchase books, butterfly kits, larvae, and milkweed plants. Jen is coordinating with Deanna Griffin, a first-grade teacher at AES.
New Business – 
Upcoming Events:
Spring Clean-up: April 18, 2026 – Pete will follow up with Craig to reserve Clementon Gun Club.  Terry will coordinate with Vinnie for Public Works presence and trailer. Jen will forward list of street locations to Terry.  Terry will advertise and email past participants.
Spring Shredding Event: May 16, 2026 – Terry will reach out to Dawn Sayers for the purchase order for TAB.  We clarified that Brian Constantino at the County sets the dates for Hazardous Waste Disposal events. We always coordinate one of our shredding events with our Hazardous Waste Disposal Day.
Fishing Derby: June 6, 2026 - Deputy Mayor Wade reported that the Chief Cormaney stated the County has extra items we can use as prizes. Jen will obtain the list of businesses from Dawn Liedtka.  Alicia volunteered to assist in contacting businesses. Jen will send Alicia a list of last year’s donors and the list of businesses.
Fall Clean-up: October 17, 2026
Fall Shredding Event: TBD
Clean Communities Report: (Terry Ciarlante) We did not have a balance at the meeting; it has since been provided. Our Clean Communities balance is $63,508. Our Environmental Commission balance is $1000.  (Funds allocated by the Township) Our page had 1222 views, which is down quite a bit due to no postings as we implement our new social media policy.  Terry brought back lots of information from the Clean Communities Convention.  There was positive feedback on The Ground Faloons.  Terry brought back lots of “swag,” information on grants, and information on other sustainability efforts in NJ.  Terry will also be ordering shirts for us and jackets for our new members. She’ll review with us at the April meeting.
Land Use Board Liaison Report: (Deputy Mayor Wade) Nothing to report.
Trails Ambassador Report: (Rich Casian) Rich has observed a battery in the water that he will be getting out; no new otter sightings. 
Membership: We are down to one vacancy.
Pinelands Commission notifications: (Deputy Mayor Wade) Nothing new to report
Comments from members:  Deputy Mayor Wade – the township owns a parking lot across from the old Dragway location.  We should consider ways we can use it. Alicia offered to show us how to do a social calendar on Facebook and asked that we find ways for her to contribute. 
Motion was made to adjourn by Jennifer Treloar, seconded by Terry Ciarlanate. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Next Meeting Date: April 16th, 2026
Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Treloar, WTEC Recording Secretary


