WATERFORD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION (WTEC)
MINUTES – July 16th, 2026

Members: Rick Yeatman - Chairperson, Pete Wristbridge – Acting Chairperson, Terry Ciarlante - Clean Communities Coordinator, Michael Ward, Jennifer Treloar, Kyle Santos, Tom O’Neill, Alicia Liwock. Andrew Wade - Township Liaison
Green Team Members: Rich Casian, Craig Buffington, Ed Paul & Charlie Damiani
Meeting called to order at 7:24 PM when we achieved a quorum by acting Chairperson Pete Wristbridge.  This meeting was held in the Waterford Township Municipal Conference Room.  In accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, notice of the time and place for this meeting has been listed on the Township website and the Bulletin Board at Town Hall. The Sunshine Rule was announced and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Roll Call: Rick Yeatman, Pete Wristbridge, Jennifer Treloar, Michael Ward, Ed Paul, and Rich Casian.  
Absent: Terry Ciarlante, Kyle Santos, Craig Buffington, Tom O’Neill, Charlie Damiani, Craig Buffington & Deputy Mayor Andrew Wade
Reading and approval of minutes: Minutes from the June 18th meeting were reviewed and approved. Motion, Jen Treloar; Second, Pete Wristbridge.  Motion carried.  
Members of Public Present: Alexis (Ali) Strahan.   
Meeting open to the public: Ali brought her 53-page community garden proposal in anticipation of her eventually being appointed to the Commission by the mayor.  We would need to obtain between $2000-$5000 in grant funding.  She has been looking at the community garden in Hammonton; we discussed looking at the community garden in Voorhees near Pole Hill Park.  Ali will email the proposal to Jen; we’ll have it ready for the next time we receive an invitation to apply for grants.
Township Committee Liaison Report: (Deputy Mayor Wade) Absent 
Membership – Pete Wristbridge – still nothing from the mayor appointing a replacement for Rick, or appointing Ali Strahan and John Shendock.
Chair’s Report: Pete Wristbridge for Rick Yeatman
Old business:
TREX Recycling: (Pete Wristbridge)  Pete reports the TREX box at the senior center has been filling up every week to ten days.  We’re still looking for a place for the third box.  Pete will check with the local dry cleaners and update us in August.
Education Programs: (Jennifer Treloar & Terry Ciarlante)  Jen reported that we learned this past year that milkweed is toxic.  We will want to see if the school board wants the milkweed fenced in.  Jen will reconnect with teachers in the fall.  This year, we will plant from seed in the fall from our existing seed supply, and hopefully have Public Works help us out.  Rick stated he has fencing he can contribute.
Invasive Species:  Rick discussed mullein; advised there are a lot of them in the field next to Kohls.
ACE/Sustainable NJ Grants: We don’t have enough time to do these this year; we’re hoping that once Ali is appointed to the commission, we can develop a game plan for next year.  We’re going to save a copy of the current year’s grant application so that we can work from that.
Fishing Derby Trust Account:  We have $350.  Pete confirmed with Donelle that the money is untouchable.  Ed suggested we still check on it regularly.
Playbook:  Jen is typing up the notes for the playbook, we want to finalize that soon so that all members can review and have a copy.
Google Calendar:  Jen will look into creating one for us. 
New Business – None
Upcoming Events:
Fall Clean-up: October 17, 2026 – Discussed putting the waiver online.  Agreed that we can email waivers to our usual participants. Jen can email participants, just needs email addresses.  We need to confirm with Craig that arrangements have been made with Clementon Gun Club.
Fall Shredding Event: Need to follow up with Terry on this as she is absent.
Grants: Pete wants to follow up with ANJEC about timelines for grants; Ali will send Jen her Community Garden Proposal paperwork.
Clean Communities Report: (Terry Ciarlante).  Absent
Social media: We discussed that instead of directing members of the public to email Pete or Jen, for them to email Dawn so that their emails will be subject to OPRA.  Any responses will copy Dawn.
Land Use Board Liaison Report: (Mike Ward)  Pete reported that we do have an Environmental Resource Inventory; Pete will forward a copy to everyone. We discussed getting copies of planning board applications; Mike advised that is why we have a representative on the planning board.  Pete also wants us all to get copies of the Environmental Commissioners Handbook from ANJEC.
Trails Ambassador Report: (Rich Casian)  Rich hasn’t seen many people out due to the heat; the woods looks great.  There is no otter activity to report, but Rich did observe a Green Heron in Wharton State Forest.  Rick stated that he had observed DEP barriers in the woods.
Pinelands Commission notifications: (Deputy Mayor Wade/Mike Ward) None  Pete advised that the Pinelands Commission meetings are on YouTube and that he plans to start attending them. 
Library Update: (Jen Treloar)  Jen requested members fill out the patron survey on the WTPL website.
Comments from members:      We discussed screw worms.  Also, box tree moths have been spotted in Cape May, Atlantic, and Cumberland Counties.
Rick turned over his fire safety book.
We all invited Ali back.
Motion was made to adjourn Motion, Jen Treloar; Second, Mike Ward.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
Next Meeting Date: August 20th, 2026.   
Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Treloar, WTEC Recording Secretary


